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FASHION

Future, Take Note: Raf Simons Was Here

By CATHY HORYN

PARIS, Jul d L3 WeTe mOre aware
of the danger The
foid abserver *J
here fram Berlin, “i5 the sorres! reporier. He mests
everyihig with open bur infexsble eyes. ™ In his repors -
in the Frasifurter Zeitang and in his novels, Hoth, who Ly Ral Simons
died of akohol polsoning i May 1930 age M, per
owived] that the world was comtinually changeg: “In the
space of & single second, everything can be (ranstareed
winmnd tirmes over | dislgured, repdered unrecogri-
* AL mast, b el & malist can say bow an
=apaer irwc e el him Becasose by the time be has set
down his inspresséons, “the reulitios huve grows out of
the tight clothes we've put them n."

Rath's feelings snmetimes cverwhe his repuort-
ing. Bul wherever people strive bo do more than what is
expectied of them (and very often we are contesd with
lisii), dom't ey dessrve our strungest emoetians?

On Satwrday, T almost skipped Ral Simon:
[owas tar away and very late And | had already begun
0 put my ducks n & row Lows Vaitton (Englsh
Narmels, cricket swesters. & pajhmas — or "Hrades
head Revisited” oo 2 commorcial level), Drws van
Noten (Prince Harry ce a pul and oot ry-b
with fab kils) , Junva Watanabe (patemtial
Alpine haey and plasds wrking amid the edelwe

Whiat My Simons did in an mstant was (o render the
day. and most of the previous one of the spring men's
ollections, ttsoles In 1% ywars of reportag on fashion,
the Last 5 at this post, | have stood up from asly & handial
of shows with o conviction that everything hud boen
ramiformed And | dom't
Emrw wihy it 85 that out of a
of socalled wi
, only a few have
iy "

moMT A nylon

rulncoat over oo

Uwascra,

thow

Mi. Simons's cotton jersey  Panel shirt and jeny
shicll ared skeinny jeans sery by Comme de

deal with the {1 U
belieyvable way. | don't wani
o wew any more Mabby me
pressions of the 1FW0s or
hear them descnbed as
"re And | d want to
another country,” he
se that country doesn'|
XIS anyETe

Heguurg with the ikin
ny suits that made bis repo
tatien nearly o decsde wgo
and mede o Hedi Slirmsae
poasibie Mr. Sirnoss pave a
real glimpees of the futere
hegttened By the solemn
descent of the models on an
escalator and the 1
Vangelis. To all ot
ahirts hw edded trouiers o s
glacser-white lenther (hat
koked otherworldly, while
chunky whille ineaker s wers
an mpenious blend of NERD and NASA. In 1he labkwics
in the I PrOparties — e the way o slion legiber
nkc resembled & Tshirr of & white mykon rasmcool
floated over & eail — i wiss evemnl that Mr Sirnors was
Irying 1o work e fashen's nexl passsge

In the past, Mr. Sinsons, wha is 3, used has clothes
as soctal commentary. and he wat stanlegiy prescient
an the fear of verrorism. But be I8 no kegey the
reactionary. On his invitaticn was & random list ol
people and things that changed the world. sign
guage, Rosa Parks, the drnkong straw, Tallesia West
Alas Turing, who cracked the Emigma code and has
terad the sad of World War Il Can a fashaon designer . yexug
ke such & difference? Mr Senons & bold to think so sk

“Tve always focused on my owe hestory, my own 1
evolution™ he salkd &k be wis gieeted with cheers Imgecesble tadkoring view of Boww, Beck and the Stomes = gy, reverent caca
hackstage ~But nerw | want to Dhink about (he future By comiraal. Mr. Slimane’'s Dior show on Menday and cursusly abstract . i
Last vear. the § Federation awarded Mr.  ¥us marked by sullenneas, restlessness and, w a2 way The Pink Panther, hardly o cat you woold expect 1o~ 206
Smons a §IM000 prize He should buve n Swisy bank the roctiessmess of the young Lives thal influendce him | pop wp o Comme des Garp Erinned Bx maaghly grm

The ather stones of e Pars seascm were  WANLed everything to lock natural like the boyvs drossed un T-shirts, though Ms Kawakuba ssisted alter her

An Alpene ook from
Junya Watanabe sean it Helmue
Lang's seermucker
coat and cotton Wou-
sers with rape belt

CENTES wosir Mr
Lang's plastic eans,
slcinry tank top amnd
two-tane shoes

rax moHr Johin Gal
ano's foothall pants
and big sweamshurt

dang

show
]

s Tex

Helmue Lang Mr Simane sod Rel Kowakobo of themselves” he said show on Saturday that she woasat thinking of the old
Camene des Garcons On Sanday, Mr Lang moved away Few designers are s concgnt ruied on the contimual prncer. “Resecolared glesses” sw saxd m ber enig
from the dangling stregs and erotic pelurcs (hat had 1Y changing workd The mormest s his medium, and Mr matic way Norethe ks, it was knd of wondertul 1o see \
punctasted hus collectons. though the it of his jackets, simare interprets it e 4l s hanslity asd sweeness uch pink cu @ mas. eves if ber models seemed 1 be Sanc

row in seersucier, had a seductive pull These appeared  With &b m iachetd, besstrtul pin-tucked vaoile sairs g for the mecdy prize. Her jackets had thar thing.
wilh white trousers, swagped with an ambigeous hank of = pake shades of grees and pink and the Ughtest. lowest wnleen, hopeless louk, but in the soda pink brightmess halr
mardimo rope. and white clogs. some covered in glossy  riding j#ans m the business. You can see the influende of thwre was no lament. Ms Kawakubo was just suggest i hirw
fur. Very cool, and funny Shirl sieeves were crunched  the West Coast skate and rock wordd, which has caughe that 1 = sometimes better (0 se2 (8¢ workd through rose biroke
Just above the baceps Rul exoegt for u riotous Mamptoms  his interest. He bas published a book of his photographs glass ledy Blame, n Lomdon jewelry maker who hay casl ¢

flower pring on white |eans the messages was tough, of rock concerts, called “Stage ™ Apd e his clathes, 14 twen on 15 acene for 20 years, supplied the gold chains oo



